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All rights reserved
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Permission to perform this work in public must be obtained from the Society
duly controlling performing rights unless there is a current licence for public performance
from the Society in force in relation to the premises at which the performance is to take place.
Such permission must be obtained in the UK from
Performing Right Society Ltd, 29-33 Berners Street, London W1P 4AA.

How could the soul not take flight was commissioned by and for
the National Youth Choir of Great Britain with funds from
the Arts Council of England and News International

The first performance was given by the National Youth Choir of Great Britain
conducted by Michael Brewer in Suva, Fiji on 23 July 1996

Duration: ¢.15 minutes

Three to ten singers may have bells which they pick up at the
end, and one singer may have a tam-tam or deep gong in F.
The bells should mostly be in F too. These sounds may be omitted.

SP means ‘speak’ (nearer a shout at times)
WH means ‘whisper’
la, da, ka long vowel, as in lark, dark, karma

m humming
+ tongue click
r French r (or ‘gargle’)

rr English r (rolled)

— gradually change vowel

The glissandi are continuous, and the given ‘semibreves’ are
only an orientation guide. They should not be settled on, or
especially perceived by the audience. The exceptions are pages
16-17 and 29-30 where the ‘semibreves’ may be more dwelt on.

Accidentals apply for the duration of the whole bar.

To buy Faber Music publications or to find out about the full range of titles available
please contact your local music retailer or Faber Music sales enquiries:

Faber Music Limited, Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, CM20 2HX England
Tel: +44 (0)1279 82 89 82 Fax: +44 (0)1279 82 89 83
sales@fabermusic.com fabermusic.com
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How could the soul not take flight

When from the glorious presence

A soft call flows sweet as honey, comes right up to her
And whispers, ‘Rise up now, come away’.
How could the fish not jump

Immediately from dry land into water

When the sound of water from the ocean

Of fresh waves springs to his ear?

How could the hawk not fly away

Forgetful of all hunting to the wrist of the king
As soon as he hears the drum

The king’s baton hits again and again,
Drumming out the signal of return?

How could the Sufi not start to dance,

Turning on himself, like the atom, in the sun of eternity,

So he can leap free of this dying world?

Fly away, fly away bird to your native home,
You have leapt free of the cage

Your wings are flung back in the wind of God.
Leave behind the stagnant and marshy waters,
Hurry, hurry, hurry, bird, to the source of life!

JALAL AL-DIN RUMI

translated by Andrew Harvey

from The Way of Passion by Andrew Harvey
Copyright © 1994 by Andrew Harvey

Used by permission of Frog Ltd, P.O. Box 12327
Berkeley, CA 94710
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To Andrew Harvey

HOW COULD THE SOUL NOT TAKE FLIGHT

Jalal al-Din Rumi Jonathan Harvey
translated by Andrew Harvey
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 WH] emphatic, together with altos

Fly away‘/ﬂy away, bird,‘/(o your native home,‘/ You have leapt free of the cage'/
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fly away, bird,‘/lo your native home,‘/ You have leapt free of the cage” Your wings are flung back’in the wind of God.

T. 8|
—
> /———x
S(tlof " v = N i .—< J&'—< v " é ¥, b;
s ™ =3 o= = -
B. You have. leapt free of  the cage
N
L [WH| emphatic, together with altos
s. |l
D)
You have leapt free of the cage ‘/Your wings are flung back ‘/in the wind of God ‘/You have leapt free of the cage.
 [WH] emphatic, together with sopranos
N 73 s
D)
You have leapt free of the cage /Your wings are flung back /in the wind of God ‘/You have leapt free of the cage.
)
"% ~
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S. e F P 2 ]
X R %%t KX B e =
Fly  a-way,fl a-way bird toyourna - tive home you—
@ f > >
A. F—r——r——*—% I et
oo »
Fly a - waybird to  your na - tive home
ir2 A > —3—
T. = = EE=EST = -E=2
x—1 5 2
have leapt free of the cage your
> e >, —3—
B. 1 A R 35— v = ===
* AL : 3
You  have leapt free of the cage your
s | ]
You have leapt free of the cage v Your wings are flung back v in the
A ! |
You have leapt free of the cage v Your wings are flung back ¥ in the
. ———— =
. =
to your na - tive home,
———— i
T  — > -y —
B. e e e z : Z b 0 Dy
Fly a-way, bird— to your na - tive home,
( @ = sustained note)
A Sespress. = e
TI 4 ‘o e
Solo %e 3 dre e ;2
You have leapt
A fespress. - s q:iz - &
TII e o —
Solo i = ﬁ;- ——
S
You you have.
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25
> —3— - 3 3
s = e
Ll
leapt free of the cage your wings are flung back in the
r—3 fe—
Pr— X T 1 ~ 1
A == = 2 ===
A
you have leapt free of the cage your
f
; —3 —_—_3'
T. T = =
I
wings are flung back in the wind  of God.
cresc. 3
3 e =
B. = % £ | E
wings are flung back in the wind  of God.
wind of God. v You have leapt free of the cage
A. i g
wind of God. v You have leapt free of the cage
mf p— : il
; — P 1 !
T e 7 !
you have leapt free of the cage
i & _ S~ ,
B. = |
% : =
you have leapt free of the cage
0 = =
TI g E fo ==
Solo =
free of the cage
T —ts —J : S
Solo —— -
leapt free of
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mf
?—#“—q_ﬁr 8= ———1
be - hind the stag-nant and
i — ]
g_s ! a3 £ ’: I R
be - hind the stag-nant and
N mf
."I 13 vi = x}‘ H—x x{ {
be - hind e stag-nant and
mf
— — |
5 o — = ===
be - hind the stag-nant and
f
— Pr:‘——l :‘h T e |
s. SE=———— = =
Fly leave  be-hind the
4 5
A Ee——— ]
t ;) - i = 1
Fly a - way.
f - s
S = == P : = —]
Fly a - way.
I P > mf
. —_— N —
B. if‘ —F >a == XX EB & £ >
Fiy leave  be-hind the
X
TI g =
Solo
—————
/—__\
TH jg‘-'L > > =
Solo _.*F& g
cage
S poss. 3=
BI . — :
Solo = —o = + =
R i J
Fly———  leave be - - hind
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28

=3 Nbe >
U= = iz E : T
- - -1y, bird, hur-ry,
————— —_—
. e e .
S. ‘ G e e
bird, to the source
5 e ] Sp— ' =
A 2 be z 2 ; be h e ]
1°a 1 s 1 1 . ?l ' ]
hur - ry, bird,— hur - - 1y bird, to the
—— z e Shrs . -
» ) y 3 + + —p % 0 | — § i
& = 7 ¢ 1Y e 2 = i
bird, Hur - - - - - 1y, bird,——

N
y

‘i

T
P
ALl
¥
ﬁ

keep repeating independently

Tp——Tk

L1l
ol

bird,— to the source. of life!

source—. of life!

keep repeating
independently
B. ===
S.
(same speed)

to the source— of life!

* When repeating do not re-articulate the ‘I’ of ‘life’.
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getting slightly slower and softer
"
keep repeating independently
—
Finish off one by one, then independently sing this:
keep repeating
keep repeating
keep repeating
keep repeating
J=92)
c— f o
e == == e i
r T r
P ——— f ——
—] f = — —
? e . r
. 2 T 3 .
. E'.‘e 5 o E FF&:%
r g t ss p
P :< f 0 )
fi e N ———t|
r I ss kot
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5

.“ i 1
A. 51 T E
ﬂ —
e
=2 =" ﬁ.
T. — =
r m r
B. E ﬂ t ig
r
3 — P —f
A s e | e —r—1
* % X =
Your wingsare flung back in the wind of God. r T
S 2
T : =T = =
T. I Eep w1
the stag-nant and mar-shy wmérs
|SP]
oo et _ Tt
g S="7: == S ——r: = a— % %
Leave be - - - hind the stag-nant and mar-shy wa-ters

S. = £ £ } JE?Z?
z >
S Fly
r r mp —-—;ﬂ e
A. { i2— ]
histl r T
y % ‘i'_i ’ mp
wh t m Fly
B. : s ' |
Fly
(5P £, mp =
5. === ==Cr== 3= |
v . . 0 r.\
Fly Your wings are flung Fly
A. : r—3 et ==:=>»=
r r T r Ry —
. == e
II' T ll' r m
S~ e
B. |E£ = e | } ]
Fly Fly
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Fly

mf
=58
Fly
mf
=
Fly
mf
>
Fly
mp
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r
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y
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©
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Fly
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mp
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VA

You have
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mp ——— f———
I

(accel.) -
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