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“KNOW, O PRINCE, THAT BETWEEN
THE YEARS WHEN THE OCEANS DRANK
ATLANTIS AND THE GLEAMING CITIES...

“...THERE WAS AN AGE UNDREAMED
e & LROS i {
OE D s R e BLUE MANTLES BENEATH THE STARS.
SONS OF ARYAS...

“NEMEDIA, OPHIR, BR¥THUNIA, H¥PERBOREA,
* o % 5 “ZINGARA, KOTH, STYGIA WITH ITS
SHADOW-GUARDED TOMBS,

ZAMORA WITH ITS PARK-HAIRED WOMEN AND
TOWERS OF SFIDER-HAUNTED MYSTERY. =™ A A WHOSE Rt oRE
STEEL AND SILK AND GOLD.
- AQUILONIA, REIGNING SUPREME
IN THE DREAMING WEST.

“..TO TREAD THE
JEWELED THRONES
OF THE EARTH UNDER
HIS BOOTED FEET...




“..CAME KHALAR Z¥M. |




ERIN. YOU HAVE
PURSLEPF THE
FORBIFPFPEN
SECRETS
OF ANCIENT
ACHERONM.

YOU SOUGHT
TO ENSLAVE ALL
HYBORLA WITH
YOUR EVIL
SORCERY ...




SHE--SHE |5 WORTH A THOUSANE
OF You SCLUM. YET YOU HUNTER

HER POWN LIKE AN

ANHAL S
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-=IN FRONT OF OUR
CPALSHTERT
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- = AND . \J
- NOW You WolLDP
MURZER HER--IN
AGONY h'--y
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YOU'VE NEVER
MALPE AN HONEST
LIVING IN YOUR LIFE,
| BRIGAND. AN I'VE NO
INTEREST M YOUR
\ COMPLAINTS.

HAYE WHAT I J]
. WAN o

THEY &4y THIS BEAUTY WAS MORE
FEAREP THAM THE ELPER &GOS
THEMSELVES. BACK N ANCIENT
IMES, & COURSE!

WHY, IE YE SHOULD
M-ﬂ.NAéE TS GATHER UP

ALL THE PIECES...
WELL, T'C NOT CARE TO

CROSS YOU THEN! _df
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== = MEN, YOU ARE--A ~# ...AND SUCH A T |
S\ RARITY ON THESE LOVELY LITTLE '
= . SEAS! NYMPH Vo
__ARE, TOO!
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ONE PAY, THE
OTHER CLANS OF

CIMMERIA WILL GATHER .
s TO AVENGE US. THEM-- TP
\ For o NeT--You I NEED BUT ONE Q8
SHALL SdLl-- MORE PIECE TO COMPLETE

THIS MASK.
FPIECE |5 HERE.

Y GIVE IT TO ME
NGW...OR PIE, 1
ANE I'LL FINC?

MYSELF. 4

THERE |5
NO SHAME IN
KNEELING

. sssLL THESE %

Y cuRKENDERED, LEFT

THEIR LANDS, SWORN BECALSE =~
b, THEIR ALLESIANCE THEY KNOW T WILL

T ME. . ONE DAY BE
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THAT YOUR S0,
CIMMERLANT

s THE

BOMNE SHARD--




AERIANS DO
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il Now--WE * TO ENE THE
| PURESLOOSY




IT
 LIES BEYONL?
THIS CAVE
MR

RUE?
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YOU ARE MY FINEST
STUPENT, T. :
\ "AND I TELL YOU,
NOW:




HE WILL TELL ME HIS I...I KNOW
SECRETS; FATHER. AS| WHO YOU ARE.
AL AR

HAYE ALL OTHERS
BEFORE HIM...

(-4

YOUR VAN PURSUIT OF THE
SECRETS OF ACHERCN I
A LLST FOR POWER, NOT
A LOVE OF LIFE.

N=NOME OF
THE ANCIENT
BLOCPLINE A




BUT; FATHER...
v .EE MOTHER IMASINE WHAT SECRETS SHE F THE GIRL I&

AT LAST yoUu
WILL HAVE NOT
SHLY THE MASK,
ALSO THE
BLooP TO
FILL IT.

MY POWERS ARE GROWING,
FATHER. AN MOTHER'S BLOOL?
FLOWS THROUGH ME.

I COULR UNCOVER THE
SECRETS OF ACHERGN AL

AL Ners BErORE yoU,
N ETaLT T B w2
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*...THE PLIRESLOOL."

YoU ARE BOLD, 1 o
NORTHERNER., /o
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I'M
PISAPPOINTEDR,
CIMMERILAN. THINGS

WERE

JUST
STARTING TC GET
INTERESTING.







|
)’W.’M,'-P’GUE SORCERY

HAS FAILERP ME.
YOUR WEAKNESS
SICKENS ME.

WHZ FOUNE HER.
I WHO SAVED
YOU FROM THE

BARBARIAN'S
KILLING
THRL

F
WATCH MY SORCERY SHATTER 2
THE MASK

TEAR THE EyYES
SR VOLR

B BERS ANE
SET THE WALLS
AL AME,
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NO... TOMOREOW MNISHT. WHEN THE
MOCH |15 PARK AND EASER To BE
REBORMN, AN THE TIPE EBBS,
LEAVING THE RUINS OF
HOR KALBA PRY.




IMASINE YOLIR
BOPY |15 A VESSEL,
ANP YOUR SOLUL 15 THE

MY MOTHER
WORE THIS GOWN MASK,
CON HER WEDDING . MY FATHER WILL
DAY.. A8 EMPTY you

AND MY MOTHER'S SOLUL WILL ...UNTIL MY MOTHER
RISE TO FILL YOU UP. YOUR TURNS YOUR PRETTY
TOES; YOUR LEGS,; UP INTS BLUE EYES S/TeA

L YOUR mgg; MNECK, S,

I TOOK
THIS SWORE
FROM HIM.

I'M TOLDP THAT
CIMMERIAN STEEL IS T WHEN IT CUTS,
SHARPER AND HARPER THE PAIN IS ALMOST THE
THAN ANY OTHER. . SAME AS PLEASURE.
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MAY REIGN AS

OUR PRINCESS
AND? HEIR...

rTHE SPIRITS I RAISE
WILL MELT FLESH FROM
THE BONES OF KINGS.
MY WIFE AN I WILL
CAST ALL RVALsE




SKULL CAVE.
THAT NIGHT.

MASK, EONS AGO,..NOW
A VANGUISHEDP BARBARIAN
SWORE SsHaLL
RESTORE 1T,
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NEW
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MASTER!

i -4\.

. BEHOLEP AND

PESFAIR .

WHO BURN
BENEATH
us...
v LINSPEAKABLE
ARE THY MNAMES...

ANCIENT ONES,







YOou WON'T GET

CHANCE,

!
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YOUR
' FATHER--YOU'RE
NOTHING TS HIM.
YOU KNOW THAT,
PEEF INSIPE.
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“AND [F HE BELIEVED THAT
DEATH WOULD FREE HIM
THE OBLIGATION




“THE NECROMANCERS OF ACHERON ;
HAD HARNESSED THE MOST POWERFUL |4
SDRCER.’ES THE WORLD HAD EVER KNOWN.

I

“IT WAS RUMORED TH.E)‘ CouLD
EVEN TRANSCEND DEATH.

HWAS A
TO THEIR GLORY.
S —

“AND WHETHER HIS FRESENCE
RAISED THEIR .’RE THEIR
CONTEMPT, OR MERELY A COLD
.WDJ’FFEEENE:E_ONE THING IS SURE:

“THEY SAW IN HIM A FRESH SUBJECT FOR '?HEJR
RITUALS. THE SAME RITES THAT HAD CREATED
THE MASK OF ACHERON, MLLENNFH .-"I.Er'(l

“SADISTIC, HORRID EXPERIMENTS. BLOOD
RITES, AGONIES WITHOUT LIMIT. L .

e
. "AND AS THEY STRAFFED HIM DOWN
TO THE TABLE, KHALAR Z¥M KNEW:
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